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European population is a numerous and relatively primitive
people whose wise management, difficult under any circum-
stances, is complicated by the clash of doctrines between the
liberal and the anti-liberal. Too mindful of native slavery
in the past and fearful of uncertainties in the present and
future, most Afrikanders and Anglo-South Africans shrink
from recognizing equal human rights except among those of
a white skin, and this colour distinction inhibits the vitality
of a liberal-democratic creed. From sensitive memories,
distrusts, and fears come political and social tensions sharper
than in any other Dominion, sharper, for example, than those
of dual nationalism in Canada. At intervals since 1910 the
sense of cohesion within the state has been feeble, the tempo
of political passion fast, and compromise itself looked upon
by a minority as a hateful betrayal of a sacred trust handed
down from the past. Hence the rivalry of political parties
is here not commonly a parliamentary game played with
simulated feeling, but an intense struggle issuing from deep
and conflicting loyalties. Under conditions so unpropitious
parliamentary democracy has worked as the democracy, not
of all the inhabitants in South Africa, but of the white people,
and its relative success demonstrates the remarkable flexi-
bility in democratic institutions.